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with glowing eyes, there poured from his lips a stream of words
which amazed his listeners by their wonderful eloquence and
stirring effect. He spoke hi favour of the English offer, and
appealed to his countrymen to place faith in the great Queen.
He saw no reason, he said, why the foreigner and the Maori
should not dwell together in peace, nor why certain lands
should not be sold to them at just and reasonable prices. The
treaty was a good one. The shadow passed to the Queen, the
substance remained with the Maori. Then he turned to Captain
Hobson, stretching his arm towards him as his opponent had
done. < Keep faith with us,1 he said. ' You must be our father.
You must not allow us to become slaves, You must preserve
our customs, and never allow our lands to be-wrested from us/

This long and eloquent speech turned the scale in favour of
the treaty. If Waka Nene, the great warrior of the Ngapuhi,
saw nothing but good in it, the chiefs of less powerful tribes
need not nourish suspicion and fear. All the chiefs present
thereupon signed the treaty with a copy of their tattoo-marks or
with a cross; only Waka Nene, the friend of the missionaries,
was able to write his name.

Such, then, was the Magna Charta of the Maoris by which
the British Government pledged itself to guarantee the rights
of the natives to their land for ever except by just purchase,
with their own full consent. Only one chief refused to accept
it. This was an old warrior named Te Whero Whero, a
stubborn and irreconcilable patriot, who would not yield his
sovereignty or barter one acre of ground, whatever might be the
value of the Pakeha's promises.

CHAPTER LII
RIVAL CLAIMS

To the New Zealand Association and to other companies and
individuals who had made claims of having purchased large
territories for colonizing purposes the treaty was the cause of